224         ELBA,  AND  THE HUNDRED DAYS.
The danger continued to increase. The white flag was about to be raised at Roehefort. Already the commandant of the place had caused Napoleon to be uoUiiod, as respectfully as possible, that he must think seriously of departing. The Provisional Government was no longer in existence. The hall of the Chamber of Deputies had been closed by the Prussians. On July 8, Louis XVIII., escorted by tluj Marshal Dukes of Tarento, Ragusa, Feitoe, Reg-gio, and. Belluno, had triumphantly re-entered the Tuileries. Napoleon could foresee that he would not be protected by the batteries of the Island of Aix much longer. Ho could no longer expect any consideration on the part of France. And then it was that, the idea came to him of confiding himself to the generosity of England.
Mond<tj/, July l()- ln the night of July 9-10, Napoleon sent the, Duke of Rovigo and Count de Las (1asrs to the commander of the English fleet, Captain Maitland, who was on board the man-of-war Seller-<)/>hon. The two messengers of the Emperor left the AW/<* in a small schooner, availing themselves of the outgoing tide, which carried them beyond Point Ohassiron, at the extremity of the Island of (Heron, where, the English vessel was cruising about in company with the. corvette Myrmidon.
The two envoys went on board the SelleropJion about. eight in the morning. M. de Las Cases apprised Captain Maitland of some news of which he was still in ignorance, namely: that in consequence